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In consequence, the educational legislation in colonial
Virginia was concerned mainly with (a) the organization of
a college or university, (&) individual schools of secondary
grade, and (c) apprenticeship education for the poor.
During the first quarter of a century most educational
efforts in this colony were put forth in behalf of the founda-
tion of an institution of higher learning, and were aided by
the king, the Anglican bishops, and the London Company.
As early as 1619 over £2000 and a grant of ten thousand
acres of land had been obtained for a university at Henrico,
but this plan was soon brought to a violent end by the
Indian massacre of 1622, and the funds were diverted to a
school in the Bahamas. An even more fruitless endeavor
to found a college was made in 1624 by Sir Edwin Palmer
upon an island in the Susquehanna. During the colonial
period also there was at least one abortive attempt to
establish a school by collections and gifts, and during
the second quarter-century of the settlement there were
actually chartered a number of secondary institutions,
endowed with bequests of land, money, cows, horses,
slaves, or other property. These schools, however, were
local, and resembled the endowed Latin schools of Eng-
land, except that they may sometimes have been obliged
by circumstances to include more or less elementary
instruction. In 1660 there was also a renewed attempt
to establish by subscriptions a college and "free (second-
ary) school for the advancement of learning, education of
youth, supply of the ministry and promotion of piety."
None of these efforts at founding colleges or schools
could have been very successful, for, a decade later,
when interrogated as to what kind of education existed
in the colonies, Governor Berkeley made his famous
reply:

